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U
n

lik
e th

e eru
p

tio
n

 o
f conflicts in
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ast U

.S
. u

rb
an

 u
p

risin
g

s, th
e 

1992 L
os A

n
g

eles u
n

rest ran
k

ed
 as th

e first in
 A

m
erican

 h
isto

ry
 

to
 in

v
o

lv
e conflicts am

o
n

g
 m

u
ltip

le eth
n

ic g
ro

u
p

s. T
h

e in
v

o
lv

e- 
m

e
n

t o
f m

a
in

ly
 K

o
rean

, L
atin

o
, B

lack
, a

n
d

 W
h

ite
' a

c
to

rs re
- 

flected the m
ultiracial/ethnic diversification

of m
etropoles

like 
L

os A
n

g
eles in

 th
e w

ak
e of post-1965 A

sian an
d

 L
atino im

m
ig

ra- 
tio

n
. 

H
o

w
e
v

e
r, b

ecau
se sch

o
lars h

a
d

 lo
n

g
 co

n
cep

tu
alized

 A
m

e
ri- 
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 "ra

c
e
" re

la
tio

n
s in

 th
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 p

a
ra

d
ig

m
a
tic

 "sh
a
d

o
w

 o
f th

e
 b

la
c
k

/ 
w

h
ite en

co
u

n
ter,"

m
a
n

y
 an

aly
sts w

e
re

 in
cap

ab
le

o
f g

iv
in

g
 th

e
 in

- 
ter-m

in
o

rity
ten

sio
n

s escalatin
g

w
ith

in
 th

is d
u

alist co
n

tex
t th

eir 
tim

ely
 due.2 

T
h

is w
as especially tru

e o
f sch

o
lars w

h
o

se fifty- 
y

e
a
r in

q
u

iry
 in

to
 th

e
 a

ttitu
d

e
s o

f W
h

ite
s to

w
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rd
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la

c
k
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d

 le
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A
fter th

e ev
en

ts of 1992 so
u

n
d

ed
 an

 inim
itable w

ak
e-u

p
 call, 

m
a
n

y
 stu

d
e
n

ts o
f racial d

y
n

a
m

ic
s b

e
g

a
n

 tu
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 th
e
ir a
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n
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to

 th
e in

te
r-m

in
o

rity
te

n
sio

n
s b

e
tw

e
e
n

 K
o

rean
s a

n
d

 B
lack

s sp
o

t- 
lighted d

u
rin

g
 th

e u
n

rest. S
everal ex

p
lan

atio
n

s
o

f th
e so

u
rces o

f 
B

lack
-K

o
rean

te
n

sio
n

s h
a
v

e
 e

m
e
rg

e
d

, o
n

e
 o

f w
h

ic
h
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o

in
ts to

 th
e 

prejudices o
f b

o
th

 g
ro

u
p

s an
d

 p
articu

larly
 th

o
se

o
f th

e K
o

rean
 

m
e
rc

h
a
n

t p
o

p
u

la
tio

n
. 

Y
et, p

a
st research

 o
v

e
rw

h
e
lm

in
g

ly
 h

as 
tre

a
te

d
 th

e
se

 p
reju

d
icial a

ttitu
d

e
s as a p

rio
ri o

r as d
e
sc

rip
to

rs 
rath

er th
an

 a
s sig

n
ifican

t elem
en

ts o
f th

e co
n

tlicts th
at th

em
selv

es 
require analysis.4 

In other w
ords, w

hile it has been established 
th

a
t m

u
tu

a
l prejudice exists a

n
d

 is theretore one source ot the 
c
o

n
flic

ts, w
e
 k

n
o

w
 m

u
c
h

 le
ss a

b
o

u
t th

e
 so

u
rc

e
s o

f th
a
t p
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ju

d
ic

e
 

itself. 
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